
Panelist & Facilitator Organization Descriptions and Bios 
 
First Panel: Pathways to Reform: Accelerating Reform and Catalyzing Innovation 
 
Stuart Cohen, Executive Director, TransForm 

TransForm promotes walkable communities with excellent transportation choices to connect 
people of all incomes to opportunity, keep California affordable and help solve our climate 
crisis.  With diverse partners they engage communities in planning, run innovative programs and 
win policy change at the local, regional and state levels. TransForm was founded in 1997 as a 
coalition of Bay Area environmental and social justice groups (first called BATLUC then TALC). 
TransForm’s first campaign was the successful effort to initiate the Bay Area’s smart growth 
strategy.  TransForm also led campaigns for funding measures that have brought over $8 billion 
for public transportation, bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and was a co-founder of the 
Great Communities Collaborative. Since 2007 TransForm has helped spread solutions to other 
California regions and win changes in state policy. TransForm co-founded and fiscally sponsors 
ClimatePlan, a statewide network promoting sustainable communities as critical components of 
California's climate strategy.  The Sustainable Communities for All coalition, coordinated by 
TransForm and Housing California, has played a powerful role in shaping California’s cap-and-
trade program. TransForm is based in Oakland with offices in San Jose and Sacramento. 

In 1997 Stuart Cohen co-founded TransForm and, with long-time Deputy Director Jeff Hobson, 
has led it since. He has led several Bay Area campaigns and written many of TransForm’s 
reports, including the influential 2014 report promoting affordable homes near transit as a part 
of California’s cap-and-trade program. Stuart was recently awarded an Ashoka Fellowship and 
James Irvine Foundation Leadership award for TransForm's innovative programs such as 
GreenTRIP which certifies developments that reduce car trips, excess parking, and climate 
emissions while promoting more affordable homes. Stuart now oversees TransForm’s work on 
state policy, the expansion of GreenTRIP and dissemination of  policy innovations outside the 
Bay Area and California. 

Amy Kenyon, Ford Foundation 
The Ford Foundation is an independent, nonprofit grant-making organization. For more than 75 
years it has worked with courageous people on the frontlines of social change worldwide, 
guided by its mission to strengthen democratic values, reduce poverty and injustice, promote 
international cooperation, and advance human achievement. With headquarters in New York, 
the foundation has offices in Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. 
 
Amy Kenyon oversees the Foundation’s Connecting People to Opportunity Initiative, which is 
focused on reforming the rules that shape regional development in U.S. metropolitan areas in 
order to expand economic opportunities for low-income people. Her grant making supports 
integrated approaches to equitable development, through improving access to permanently 
affordable housing and transit choices and deepening community engagement in land-use 
planning processes. Amy has more than 15 years of experience in the nonprofit and public 
sector. Earlier, Amy was a consultant with numerous government agencies and nonprofit 
organizations on projects that helped to improve the viability of low-income communities, 

Transportation Transformation 1 9/24/2014 



promote entrepreneurship among disadvantaged populations and maintain environmental 
sustainability. She also served as the director of economic and community development for a 
community in upstate New York.   

 
Richard A. Marcantonio, Public Advocates 

Public Advocates Inc. is a nonprofit law firm and advocacy organization that challenges the 
systemic causes of poverty and racial discrimination by strengthening community voices in 
public policy and achieving tangible legal victories advancing education, housing and transit 
equity.  We’ve been called “the small but noisy law firm.” We take that as a compliment, as long 
as noisy means standing up for our clients, being willing to ruffle a few feathers and achieving 
results out of all proportion to the size of our staff or budget. Public Advocates has been on the 
front lines of the struggle for social justice for 42 years, focusing our distinctive blend of policy, 
legal advocacy and community partnership on the root causes and effects of poverty and 
discrimination and expanding rights and opportunities for low-income people, people of color 
and immigrants.  We make a difference by holding public officials accountable, influencing 
policy, shaping public discourse and transforming legal rights into everyday realities. 
 
Richard A. Marcantonio leads Public Advocates’ transportation, housing, and climate justice 
team. Both in court and administratively, he has challenged exclusionary zoning practices as well 
as discriminatory funding patterns that deny low-income and minority communities equal 
access to basic transit services. He is a co-founder of the 6 Wins Network, a coalition working for 
social equity and environmental justice in the San Francisco Bay Area’s regional plan under SB 
375, a California law aimed at reducing GHG emissions. Before coming to Public Advocates, 
Richard served as director of litigation at Legal Aid of the North Bay for nine years, specializing in 
housing issues in Marin and Napa Counties. Richard has also practiced civil and appellate 
litigation at the Howard, Rice law firm and clerked for the Hon. Robert L. Carter, U.S. District 
Judge for the Southern District of New York 

 
Zorayda Moreira-Smith, Casa de Maryland 

CASA de Maryland is the foremost Latino and immigrant organization in the Washington, DC 
region and a national leader in supporting immigrant families and ensuring that all individuals 
have the core supports necessary for full participation in society. CASA was founded in 1985 and 
its mission is to create a more just society by building power and improving the quality of life in 
low-income immigrant communities.  The organization occupies a rare space as a truly 
grassroots organization that directly addresses human needs by serving more than 38,000 
people annually, while simultaneously influencing the regional and national debate on 
immigrants and public policy.  Over its 29-year history, CASA has won the deep trust of the 
immigrant community, and established itself as a strong national leader in innovations for 
immigrant-focused services, as well as a backbone organization for collective impact involving 
community-based, government and private partners.  CASA currently has 7 offices in Maryland, 
including the largest immigrant welcome center in the nation  
 
Zorayda Moreira-Smith is the Senior Manager for Place-Based Initiatives & Community 
Development where she spearheads CASA’s work in developing, strengthening and leveraging 
opportunities and partnerships for CASA to improve the quality of life for immigrant 
communities through exploring, researching, designing, integrating and implementing projects 
in affordable housing, transportation, place-based change, community wealth creation and 
preservation and other related community and economic development initiatives. Zorayda is a 
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passionate attorney, advocate and activist. She has received numerous prestigious awards 
recognizing her community involvement – the Mary Philbrook Award, the Rutgers' Pro Bono 
Award for Significant Service and the Campeones De La Justicia Award. Zorayda was the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's Law Fellow where she focused on law and policy while 
working with The Honorable Reggie B. Walton of the District Court of the District of Columbia.  

 
Stewart Schwartz, Coalition for Smarter Growth 

Founded in 1997 by local, regional, and national groups who challenged and ultimately defeated 
the Disney Company’s proposed theme park in rural northern Virginia, The Coalition for 
Smarter Growth http://www.smartergrowth.net/ is the leading organization in the Washington 
region dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Its mission is to promote walkable, 
inclusive, and transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies 
needed to make those communities flourish. The Coalition leads this effort by integrating and 
employing policy expertise, grasstops outreach, online communications, grassroots outreach, 
and media communications. Its unique ability to support and motivate a diverse constituency of 
local residents, elected officials, government staff, and business leaders has sustained and 
amplified the Coalition’s presence as a regional leader advocating for meaningful change. 
Through these strategies and relationships the Coalition for Smarter Growth continues to shape 
growth throughout the Washington region, fight sprawl-inducing highways, support affordable 
housing, and promote high-quality transit.   

Stewart Schwartz is the Executive Director and a founder of the Coalition for Smarter Growth, 
which he built into the leading smart growth organization in the Washington region. An attorney 
with experience in land use, transportation, and the environment, Mr. Schwartz has worked 
across the region advocating for sustainable development. A retired Navy Captain with 24 years 
of active and reserve service, Mr. Schwartz earned a B.A. and J.D. from the University of Virginia 
and an M.A. from Georgetown University. The Washington Business Journal recognized him as a 
Business Person of the Year in 2002 and as a member of its Power 100—the region’s most 
powerful business leaders—in 2012 and 2013. 

 
Mariia V. Zimmerman, MZ Strategies, LLC 

MZ Strategies, LLC www.mzstrategies.com is an independent Arlington, VA-based consulting 
firm specializing in policy development, strategic planning and urban solutions to integrate 
regional transportation, housing and economic planning to create thriving and inclusive 
communities. Our approach centers on understanding the local political and cultural values, 
market conditions and demographic changes that underscore the potential for housing, 
transportation, economic and community development innovation. We focus on 
implementation strategies to make good plans a reality by identifying strategies to overcome 
political, fiscal, or administrative barriers. Our clients include local and regional governments, 
transit agencies, foundations, national non-profits and universities.  

Mariia Zimmerman, Principal and Founder of MZ Strategies, LLC brings over 15 years of policy 
experience including serving as Deputy Director of HUD’s Office of Sustainable Housing and 
Communities, Vice President of Policy for the national Center for Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD) and Reconnecting America, and Chief of Staff for Congressman Earl Blumenauer’s 
Washington, DC office. Mariia is Vice Chair for Metropolitan and Regional Planning of the 
American Planning Association’s Regional and Intergovernmental Division and a Visiting Fellow 
with Virginia Tech’s Metropolitan Institute.  
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Second Panel: Coordinating our Reform Work to Maximize Impact 
 
Helen V. Chin, Surdna Foundation 

The Surdna Foundation www.surdna.org is a family foundation based in New York City with 
assets of $1 billion. Within the Sustainable Environment Program, focuses on “next generation 
infrastructure” to improve transit systems, make buildings more energy efficient, better manage 
our water systems and rebuild regional food systems. Focusing on urban areas and their 
surrounding suburbs, she supports solutions that connect and improve these infrastructure 
systems in ways that maximize positive impacts and minimize negative environmental, 
economic and social consequences. 

Helen Chin is the Program Officer for Environment at the Surdna Foundation. Prior to joining the 
Foundation, Helen worked for West Harlem Environmental Action (WE ACT), leading initiatives 
on land use planning and transportation that were identified as core concerns by the community 
and New York City to advance its sustainability efforts.  Helen also worked as Acting Deputy 
Director at the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) where she managed a grant 
portfolio that designed and supported programs in over 15 countries.  She spent a significant 
amount of time in Africa and Asia working directly with communities, and then she went on to 
consult for the Wildlife Trust of India.  Helen also previously work at the New England Aquarium 
and the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

Deeohn Ferris,  Sustainable Community Development Group 

Sustainable Community Development Group (SCDG) 
sustainablecommunitydevelopmentgroup.com is a Washington DC-based nonprofit specialist in 
healthy community building through inclusive engagement of diverse stakeholders, 
collaborative problem solving and civic participation. We are committed to Sustainability for All 
by delivering support to community leaders, elected officials, business and industry, 
government, foundations and grantees. SCDG designs strategies that develop leaders who 
understand their assets, how public and private redevelopment works and how it can be used to 
tackle health, environmental and socioeconomic concerns, create jobs and green the nation’s 
infrastructure. We are capacity builders working in multi-stakeholder settings at the federal 
level, in the neighborhood, in cities and towns, states and regions. Our services help 
communities work in partnership with governmental agencies, organizations and coalitions, first 
to identify and assess local and regional needs, and then to apply that knowledge in developing 
metrics, programs and resources which address those needs. We have worked with hundreds of 
community and Tribal activists and governmental officials, delivering technical expertise, 
coordinating working relationships with interdisciplinary stakeholder groups and overcoming 
public involvement obstacles.  

Deeohn Ferris is Sustainable Community Development Group’s President and Founder. She has 
extraordinary experience working with communities in countries on 5 continents. Ms. Ferris is 
the environmental lawyer and environmental justice pioneer who led the groundbreaking 
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campaign resulting in the federal call-to-action Presidential Environmental Justice Executive 
Order 12898, the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council and the Federal Inter-Agency 
Workgroup. She is a nationally recognized provider of public policy expertise and technical 
assistance that tackles sustainability in low wealth neighborhoods. Her public service committee 
appointments and honors are numerous. Last year, she was the very first recipient of the 
National Association of Local Government Environmental Professionals’ Environmental Justice 
Award. 

 

Hilary Franz, Futurewise 

Futurewise futurewise.org is a nonprofit organization working for 24 years throughout 
Washington State providing research, education, engagement, planning, policy development, 
and advocacy to help create strong thriving communities.  In its work, Futurewise collaborates 
with non-profits, communities, and local, regional and state government agencies.   Specifically, 
Futurewise:  (1) provides data assessment and analysis to help communities understand their 
health, housing, environmental, equity, and economic conditions; (2) engages communities 
around the issues they care most about in their community; (3) advocates for plans and policies, 
which address issues from affordable housing and transit oriented development to shoreline 
habitat and farmland preservation policies; and (4) develops technical land use planning, policy, 
and financing tools to help cities and counties implement plans and projects.   

Hilary Franz is the Executive Director of Futurewise, bringing over 17 years of experience 
working on environmental, community development, and public policy issues.  Prior to 
Futurewise, Hilary represented local governments, non-profits, and community groups on a 
broad range of land use and transportation, community development, and social and 
environmental justice issues.  She has served as a local government leader, where she helped 
develop nationally recognized policies, programs, and projects in green infrastructure, clean 
energy, affordable housing, and green building. Hilary earned a law degree from the 
Northeastern University School of Law and is a graduate of Smith College.   

 
Roger Millar, PE, AICP, Smart Growth America 

Smart Growth America http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org advocates for people who want to 
live and work in great neighborhoods. Smart Growth America (SGA) assists state and local 
leaders seeking to provide their citizens with livable, sustainable, and vital communities. SGA 
helps local governments develop their own smart growth implementation strategies and 
provide them with the necessary vocabulary, tools and technical assistance to help move their 
communities from visions to plans to execution. Working with state and local officials, as well as 
civic and business leaders, Smart Growth America provides the following types of assistance: 

• Presentations and workshops outlining the principles of smart growth and best 
practices from around the country. 

• Training on how to build effective coalitions, encourage public involvement and 
support, and achieve meaningful change within complex political environments. 
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• Consultations to help states and communities identify solutions to a vast array of 
issues – including transportation, housing, and environmental issues. 

Roger Millar serves as Director of the Smart Growth America’s Leadership Institute, which 
provides technical assistance programs for state and local government, and Director of the 
National Complete Streets Coalition. He has held leadership positions in the public and private 
sectors, most recently as Director of the Missoula, Montana Office of Planning and Grants. 
Projects in which Roger played a leadership role, particularly the development of Portland, 
Oregon’s Pearl District, the Portland Streetcar, and the Roaring Fork Valley “VelociRFTA” BRT 
system, are seen as national models. Roger is a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners and a Certified Floodplain Manager. He 
graduated from the University of Virginia in 1982. 

 
Brighid O’Keane, Advocacy Advance 

Advocacy Advance www.advocacyadvance.org/ is a partnership between the League of 
American Bicyclists and the Alliance for Biking & Walking – works with state and local advocates 
to maximize public funding spent on bicycle and pedestrian projects. Through workshops, 
grants, resources, and technical assistance, Advocacy Advance combines policy expertise with 
capacity building resources to explain the various transportation funding sources available and 
works with advocates to build their political will to improve communities for biking and walking. 

Brighid O’Keane is the Deputy / Advocacy Director for the Alliance for Biking & Walking and 
Advocacy Advance partnership. Before joining the Alliance in February 2011, she opened a food 
cooperative market as the Executive Director of the Berkeley Student Food Collective. An 
environmental policy graduate of the University of Colorado-Boulder, she has worked in 
Colorado, California, Alaska, and Thailand on community organizing, organizational 
development and facilitation. 

 
Melinda Pollack, Enterprise Community Partners 

Enterprise Community Partners http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/ works with partners 
nationwide to build opportunity. We create and advocate for affordable homes in thriving 
communities linked to jobs, good schools, health care and transportation. We lend funds, 
finance development and manage and build affordable housing, while shaping new strategies, 
solutions and policy. Over more than 30 years, Enterprise has created nearly 320,000 homes, 
invested $16 billion and touched millions of lives. 

Melinda Pollack is a Vice President at Enterprise, leading Enterprise’s transit oriented initiative 
and Enterprise’s work in the Denver region. With many partners, Melinda was responsible for 
the creation of the Denver TOD Fund, an expanding resource that has teed up a pipeline of over 
600 homes and community facilities as well as the development and launch of the Mile High 
Connects Collaborative, which she presently co-chairs. Nationally, Melinda supports her peers in 
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transit oriented initiatives in Seattle, No Cal, So Cal, Chicago, Washington, DC, Atlanta and 
others. She works closely on federal, state and local policy related to equitable TOD. 

 

William Schroeer East Metro Strong 

East Metro Strong: http://www.eastmetrostrong.com  By a variety of measures, the East Metro half of 
the Twin Cities region is not seeing the same level of investment as the West Metro. This imbalance is a 
problem both for the East Metro, and for the whole region. The imbalance is in part a result of lower 
investment in transit, and a driver of potential lower investment in transit. Speaking broadly, substantial 
transit investment tends to follow growth, and increasingly growth tends to follow substantial transit 
investment. Parts of the West Metro are in a virtuous transit-investment cycle, and substantial parts of 
the East Metro are at risk for being, at best, not in such a cycle. East Metro Strong seeks to address the 
challenges that have so far limited the East Metro’s participation in that transit-related growth and 
investment. We bring together regional business, community, and government leaders to draw and 
accelerate investments that incorporate transit, economic, and community development to maximize 
sustained and equitable growth. 
 
Will Schroeer is the Executive Director of East Metro Strong. East Metro Strong is a new organization 
working for transit investment for economic development in the East Metro. Will was previously with 
the St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce and Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce. He was the 
first-ever joint appointment between the two Chambers. For the Chambers, he led regional businesses 
in calling for and advancing substantial additional investment in regional transit, which the business 
community has identified as critical to economic growth and competitiveness. Schroeer has served in 
the public, private, and non-profit sectors during 25 years of working to help cities grow and work 
better.  
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